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Since the 1980s, American scholars started to study environmental risk and 
environmental justice. After 20years’development, the research of environmental risk 
and environmental justice has extended to other countries. China is undergoing a 
transformation from the distribution of wealth to the risk allocation. Equity and justice 
is the basic principle of building the harmonious society. Environmental justice is an 
important part of social justice, and thus to studying environmental risk allocation 
from the environmental justice perspective has important practical significance. 
This study explores the relationship of the socio-economic status and 
environmental risk allocation through 400 survey questionnaires from the Xiamen 
Dongfu landfill, solid waste disposal center, the Houkeng landfill，another300 survey 
questionnaires from ordinary residents of Xiamen，case interview. Descriptive 
analysis shows that the waste disposal brings greater health risks and social risks to 
nearby residents, and health risk is more than social risk. Environmental risks are not 
fairly distributed in the different socio-economic status groups, Environmental risks 
are not fairly distributed in different socio-economic status groups. According to the 
results of One-Way ANOVA and regression analysis, income, housing value, housing 
property, community of residence (urban and rural communities), and the distance of 
home from the landfill  have a significant influence on the distribution of 
environmental risks, but years of education do not have significant impact on 
environmental risk allocation. Further analysis reveals that socio-economic status has 
important impact on environmental awareness. The higher the socio-economic status，
the higher its level of environmental awareness. However, the regression model shows 
that the level of environmental awareness does not have significant impact on 
environmental risks allocation. The case studies show that environmental awareness 
and environmental action does not exist a strong correlation. The environmental right 















strategies, System of government, power and other factors. The people who hold 
lower environmental awareness will be inclined to adopt short-term actions. The risk 
distribution pattern has not been changed, but the environmental risk has been 
accumulated. The people who hold higher environmental awareness, they face a 
higher social risk and political risk, which inhibits their struggle to change the 
allocation of environmental risk. 
Further discussion, the higher of the income who live away from the landfill, 
occupy a superior environmental resources, undertake less environmental risk，but 
their consumption of resources are more than the poverty class who live in rural areas. 
Meanwhile they generate much more environmental waste. However, their 
willingness of accepting the waste disposal tax increases do not have significant 
difference. Who enjoy the environment rights do not take the obligation of 
environment protection. The lower socio-economic status lacks discourse power and 
expression mechanisms. The formulation, compliance, enforcement of environment 
policy is injustice. 
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现代化垃圾处理场。截止到 2009 年，我国城市生活垃圾无害化处理率为 71%，
各类生活垃圾处理设施 567 座，其中垃圾填埋场 447 座，城市生活垃圾焚烧厂






移 PX 项目。2009 年，江苏吴江两万多居民围攻平望垃圾焚烧厂，与政府和民警




                                                             
① 《我国城市生活垃圾发电技术市场前景展望》，http://www.china-esi.com/Industry/9594.html 中国产
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